'-:bering the past

Eacenpts from the Robiinoan Jwp.
FHistorical Seciety Histeny Book

Eachissue features a continuing excerpt from the Robinson Township history book. This excerpt
presents the details just prior to Robinson becoming a township.

BLEFORL ROBINSON
BLECAML. A TOWNSHIP

The first permanent settlers amved early
m the 18th century and were Scotehi-Irish
farmers. Aside [rom the natural penils
cncountered m this frontier wilderness,
they found hostile Indians from the
[roquots and Delaware Nauons. Early
scitlers must have been endowed with
great stamima, The forests of Western
Pennsylvania were extremely dense and
olfcred few natural village sites for native
Amerncans. As a result, the settlers of this
arca encountered only Indian huntng or
raiding partics.

The first permanent resident of
Robinson "T'ownship was James Bell.

James, born in 1751, was the eldest child of

Robert Bell, Sr. Robert Sr. was from
T'vrone, Ircland and his wile was from
Fdmbimgh, Scotland. Robert Sr. served in
the expedinon of 1754 during the French
and Indian War. Robert Bell, Jr. was one
ol many who accompanied General
George Washington on the tip to
Kanawha. He was a soldier in the
Revohitionary War and a Quartermaster
ol Virginia and took part m 27 batles with
the Indians in 1777, Members of the Bell
tamily were in almost cvery war this
coumtry has engaged . Joseph served m
the Revolution and a grandson, Janies, was
dralted m 1812, 'The Bells, McDowells,
and the Justus, all descendents of the filth
generation, were i the Cival War, In the
sixth generation of the Bells, Dr. Karl
Simpson, Charles Nixon and R.3. Justus
volunteered in the Spanish American
War, Additionally, nany members of the
sixth and seventh gencration served their
coombry i World War [

Robert Bell, Sr. had James, Johi, Robert
Ir., Charles, William, David, Joseph,
Samucl, Jane and Margaret., Margarct
married Danicl Shawban ol Kenticky and
came to Pitsburgh o Iive. Her descen-
dents ived m Carnegte. Jane married a
muusler [irst, the second for money, and
the third ame to Benjamm Reno, John
marricd Fleanor Blackmore ol Maryland
and had two girls and a boy. James
marricd Mary Newkirk and had seven
sons and two danghters. James was tangli
o remember the Sabbath, so he was one

of the first to help haul logs tor a placc of
worship. The church cabin was called “The
Tent” and was situated in Robinson where
the present Montour Church now stands.
It was six miles from Bell’s home to the
church and the men always carried their
guns o protect themselves from Indian
attacks. When asked why he always camied
a gun Jamces answered, “I nnght just mcet
an Indian whose nme has come (o die.”

In 1778, James built a small stone house
aud later a log addition was added. A
tenant took down the wooden part on
December 5, 1912; but the stone portion
was still standing. It was 1819 before James
received tde to s nd on Rosslyn
Heights. On May 4, 1917, the atizens ol
Rosshyn Heights erected a flag on that plot.
James was onc of the lirst overseers of the
poor in Allegheny County. James’ wilce
Mary died on March 5, 1826 and James
dicd on December 5, 1836. They were both
bunted in thewr family graveyard and then
moved by their descendents to the
Chartiers Cemetary in Carnegic, PA,

The Bells were the lirst scttders in
Chartiers Vallev. Robert Sr. went to
Patterson Iort to haul a load of wood.
James and his brother were collecting wood
when Indians attacked them. The brother
ran and the Indians shot at him and when
he [ell behind a log, the Indians thought we
was dead and took James. The brother ran
home when they lelt and relayed what had
happencd. James was 10 years of age when
hc was taken by the Indians to Indiana and
alter several vears was retimed to his
home m Virginia due to a treaty with the
Indians.

In 1765, Robert Bell, Sr., thinking it was
part ol Virginia, staked out a claum in what
15 now Rosslyi. While on this trip, Robert
rode his favorite horse, Drednot.
Surclooted and rather spirtted, the horse’s
saddle girth broke while jmping a small
brook and Robert Sr. was thrown and it
lis head on a tree trunk, thus killing him.
The accident did not keep Jolm and James
from lollowing their lather’s idea.

Excerpted from the Robinson Township Bicentennial
Book. Complete copies of the book can be
purchased for $25 by calling Dick Story at 412/264-
2733 or the Historical Society at 412/788-6795 on
Tuesday or Thursday between 1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.




